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THE RITUAL OF ADONIS

BOOK 1

But

probably
Adonis
was a spirit
of fruits,
edible
roots, and
grass
before he
became
a spirit
of the
cultivated
corn.

Further, the hypothesis is confirmed by the practice of the
Egyptian reapers, who lamented, calling upon Isis> when
they cut the first corn ;l and it is recommended by the
analogous customs of many Hunting tribes, who testify great
respect for the animals which they kill and eat.2

Thus interpreted the death of Adonis is not the natural
decay of vegetation in general under the summer heat or
the winter cold ; it is the violent destruction of the corn by
man, who cuts it down on the field, stamps it to pieces on
the threshing-floor, and grinds it to powder in the mill.
That this was indeed the principal aspect in which Adonis
presented himself in later times to the agricultural peoples
of the Levant, may be admitted ; but whether from the
beginning he had been the corn and nothing but the corn,

Barley  is two or three weeks earlier

than wheat in Palestine, but probably

less in Egypt.    The Palestine harvest

is  about the time of that in  North

Egypt."    With regard to Palestine we

are told that "the harvest begins with

the barley in April; in the valley of

the Jordan it  begins at the  end  of

March.      Between   the   end   of  the

barley harvest and the  beginning of

the wheat harvest an interval of two

or three weeks elapses.     Thus  as  a

rule the business of harvest lasts about

seven weeks " (J. Benzinger, Hebraische

Arckdotogie, Freiburg i. B. and Leipsic,

1894, p. 209).    "The principal grain

crops of Palestine are barley, wheat,

lentils,   maize,   and  millet.     Of   the

latter there is very little, and it is all

gathered in by the end of May.    The

maize is then only just  beginning to

shoot.     In  the hotter  parts  of  the

Jordan valley the barley harvest is over

by the end of March, and throughout

the country the wheat harvest is at its

height at the end of May, excepting in

the highlands of Galilee, where it is

about a fortnight later" (H. B. Tristram,

The Land of Israel, Fourth Edition,

London, 1882, pp. 583 Sq*\    As to

Greece, Professor E. A. Gardner tells

me that harvest is from April to May in

the plains and about a month later in

the mountains.    He adds that " barley

may, then, be assigned to the latter

part of April,  wheat to May in the
lower ground, but you know the great
difference of climate between different
parts ; there is the same difference ot
a month in the vintage."    Mrs. Hawes
(Miss Boyd), who excavated at Goumia,
tells me that in Crete the barley is cut
in April and the beginning of May, and
that the wheat is cut and threshed from
about the twentieth of June,  though
the dates naturally vary somewhat with
the height of the place above the sea.
June is also the season when the wheat
is threshed in Euboea (R. A. Arnold,
From the  Levantl,  London,   1868,  i.
250).    Thus it seems possible that the
spring  festival   of   Adonis   coincided
with the cutting of the first barley in
March, and his summer festival with
the threshing of the last wheat in June.
Father Lagrange (pp. cit. pp. 305 sq.)
argues that the rites of Adonis were
always  celebrated  in summer at the
solstice  of June  or  soon afterwards.
Baudissin also holds that the summer
celebration is the only one which is
clearly attested, and that if there was
a celebration in spring it must have
had a different signification than  the
death of the god.    See his Adonis und
Esmun, pp. 132 sq.
1   Diodonis Siculus, i.  14. 2.    See
below, vol. ii. pp. 45 sq.
2  Spirits  of the   Corn  and of tk*
Wild, ii. I So Sff., 204 sqq.